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“Creative Accounting under Negotiations about Municipal Mergers”

This paper investigate whether creative accounting tend to be employed when
municipalities negotiate about municipal mergers. Employing creative accounting,
municipalities can behave as if they are rich and can make merger negotiations
advantageous. We show that municipalities in Japan might use creative accounting

when they join merger negotiations.
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“Optimal municipal consolidation under the soft budget constraints”

This article analyzes the optimal municipal consolidation with two regions model
which differs from population size, supply cost of a local public project, and success
probability of the project under the soft budget constraints.

Firstly, I show that the wunderinvestment under the no-consolidation and
overinvestment under the consolidation in cities always occurs.

Secondly, I show that it always occurs that the undersupply of investment in the
village's project under the no-consolidation, and also show that it occurs both the

undersupply and oversupply of investment in that one under the consolidation.



PEHAK (BERBKRF) *
“A Bayesian spatial data analysis of municipality-level outcomes in the 2014 Japanese
lower house election in capital areas”

Spatial statistics are recognized as one of the powerful tools to analyze geospatial
events with spatial dependencies. The author assumes that when analyzing election
behavior data aggregated in election units. As one could not ignore spatial correlation of
election results and of social-economical attributes. However, there are only a few
electoral studies, which utilize spatial data analysis of Japanese regional elections, and
few studies, which apply that of Japanese national elections. This study analyzes the
voting behavior of the 2014 Japanese lower house election in Tokyo Metropolitan Area
by applying Bayesian spatial econometric analysis. Socio-economic variables etc. are
used as explanatory variables. By using the Moran's I index, which represents spatial
autocorrelation (spatial dependencies), it is shown that electoral outcome has spatial
autocorrelation. This study also indicates that the model improves by using spatial data

analysis and by comparing with the general linear model.
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